DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

VFR PILOT EXAM-O-GRAM® NO. 56

SKY COVER SYMBOLS IN WEATHER REPORTS AND FORECASTS

This Exam-0-Gram is intended to bring to the attention of
pilots certain changes in the format of Weather Reports
and Forecasts made effective by the National Weather
Service on August 1, 1975, Untijl all FAA written tests
and study materials as well as commercial publications
dealing with weather reports and forecasts can be updated
to reflect these changes, it is imperative that certifi-
cated and student pilots understand the following changes:

Federal Aviation Regulations require that each pilot in
command shall, before beginning a flight, familiarize
himself with all available information concerning that
flight, For a flight not in the vicinity of an airport,
this information must include weather reports and fore-
casts. Such weather information transmitted through a
worldwide teletype communications system and available at
all Flight Service Statjons and Weather Service Offices,
has for many years utilized symbols to indicate clear
conditions or scattered, broken, and overcast clouds.

Because of limitations imposed by the automatic computer system now used in processing and trans-
mitting weather information, it is necessary to utilize word contractions in lieu of the tradi-
tional symbols,

WHAT ARE THE CHANGES? Effective August 1, 1975, sky cover symbols will be replaced by contrac-
tions on all teletype communications circuits. Sky cover symbols O (scattered), © (broken),
and & (overcast) will be replaced by the contractions SCT, BKN, and OVC, respectively. A O
(clear sky) will be indicated by the contraction CLR, A minus sign (-) preceding SCT, BKN, and
OVC will indicate a thin layer. The letter V inserted between ceiling height and sky condition
indicates that the ceiling is variable in height. A remark appended to the report shows the
range of variability, When the sky is hidden by a surface based phenomenon, the symbols -X and X
will continue to be used for partial obscuration and total obscuration respectively.

Each cloud layer will be separated from the layer above by leaving a space after each contraction.
Prevailing visibility will follow the space after the contraction for the highest Tayer.

Even though observations, pilot reports, and forecasts using symbols will not be sent on any
circuit common to another agency, such transmission internal to certain agencies {e.g. Air Force
weather observer to Air Force tower) may continue to use symbols at that agency's option. The
National Weather Service and the FAA, however, will use only contractions on both internal and
external transmissions.

HOW DOES THE CHANGE AFFECT AVIATION WEATHER REPORTS? Examples of how Aviation Weather Reports
(SA's) will appear on Tongline teletypewriter transmissions.
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DCA M5@ BKN 1dg _3'367% GFK 17?;5%:2/3%2/%3/% 5SW DCA 12¢ ovVC 15¢
DCA -X M3g OoVC 1/2F 1_7;;7%13%3 5/ 983/ F

DCA W3 X 1/2F 1

DCA \gER 15/175/5%52;27913/525 3 .

HOW DOES THE CHANGE AFFECT TERMINAL FORECASTS (FT's)? Each forecast cloud layer will be sepa-
rated from the Tayer above by Teaving a space after each contraction. A space will always
precede the forecast visibility (if any). The remainder of the forecast for each period will
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stay the same. Cloud groups mentioned in remarks will also follow the same procedures. The
contractions and the symbols described above for SA's will be used with FT's also. A ceiling
or obscuration forecast will be indicated by the letter C.

Example of FT's:
FT 15214¢g

DCA 152222 1@ SCT C18 BKN 5SW-3415G25 OCNL C8 X 1SW-. 12Z C5¢ OVC 3212G22
BRF C2¢ BKN Lsw-. 16Z MVFR CIG BCMG VFR AFT 21Z.

HOW DOES THE CHANGE AFFECT AREA FORECASTS (FA's)? Cloud cover symbols in the FA's were replaced
with contractions on 9/11/73. The only change to the FA's will be the use of CLR instead of SKC

to indicate a clear sky.
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