DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

VFR PILOT EXAM-O-GRAM* NO. 29
POTENTIAL MID-AIR COLLISIONS (Series 2)
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Due to an increasing number of "near mid-air" collision incidents being reported and the
seriousness of mid-air collisions, most general aviation written tests contain one or more
test items that deal with FAA "right-of-way" rules. (NOTE: See VFR Exam-0-Gram No. 22
which also deals with Potential Mid-Air Collisions.)

This Exam-O-Gram will be concerned primarily with the right-of-way rule for "converging"
aircraft. The "approaching head-on' rule is one that is simple and easily understood, a rule
that has been in existence for many years and one that has an added safety factor in that each
pilot of each aircraft shall alter course to the right.

CAN YOU ANSWER THE FOLLOWING SAMPLE TEST ITEM ?

Assume that during a flight in a 4-place single-engine airplane you observe a light twin-engine
airplane at your altitude. The light twin is approaching from your right on an apparent collision
course. Although each pilot must do his best to avert a collision, which airplane, according to
regulations, should give way and why should it give way ?

1-  You should give way since you are flying a small single-engine airplane.
2-  You should give way since the light twin is on your right.
3- Both airplanes should alter their courses to the right since each pilot
must do his best to avert a collision.
4- The light twin should give way since your airplane is to the light twin's left.

The regulation concerning "converging' aircraft states in part:
r ‘ "When aircraft of the same category are converging at approxi-
) mately the same altitude (except head-on, or nearly so), the
‘+4_* aircraft to the other's right has the right-of-way." Therefore,
’ N response number 2 is correct since the other aircraft is on your
\\ * right and both aircraft are of the same category - both are air-
o planes. See Figures 1 and 2.
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Figure 1. BRR R
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On the back page of this Exam-O-Gram, you will find an excerpt ‘
from a U. S. Naval Aviation Safety Bulletin. It is an excellent \

portrayal of the rapid rate of closure in a head-on view of a T-33 *
Jet, with a wing span of 42' 5", which closely approximates the

span of several present day light twin-engine aircraft. Figure 2.

Collision avoidance requires the necessity for constant vigilance of all pilots at all times under
all circumstances. When another aircraft appears to be getting too close -- GIVE WAY!
There is no equivalent to "fender bending' in aviation.

FAA Aeronautical Center

* Exam-O-Grams are non-directive in nature and are Flightt.standgrds Eechnical Division

issued solely as an information service to individuals gp(e)m];g;szs 3‘ 832“"

in Ai Written Examinations. .

interested in Airman Written Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73125
Rev. 1 / 74 Exam-O-Grams available free of charge-
single copy only per request. Permission
is hereby granted to reproduce this
material.




) - ) o )

\ G w__E N\
Q..I*IO 0l 9w |
: . 7, /
-y of |g8I s9jlw ¢
(uniafing 4£13jeg uotre \\\
SJAY JeAEN ‘G'Q wod))
WUCOOOW vmds_:. NOILOV3Y ~
«
292 NOILINDOD3 ¥
! —— Obv | b2 | seliwyp
‘JY31x I9MOT 9y} UOo a[qe}
9]} UI UMOYS Sauil} UOI}OBDI PUE uoljtudooad ay)
uo paseq S eaJe J93uep SIYJ ‘9SJINOD UOISI[[OD oy 0G| O¢ s9|lwg
® UO 3J® }JeIDIIR Udym ‘pajonb spaads ayy xoj
"BaJa® J93UBp 9Yj }JIBW }JO] IIMO] 3y} UO SYI0[q YL
‘ydw gp9 pue g9¢g Jjo spaads PauIqUWOd JI0J SPUOIIS Ul
U9 AL3 S1 S9OUB}SIP 9S3Y) I9A09 03 paainbaa awry ™ 09 9¢ s9nw 9
9UL 3T 9Yj uo a[qe} ay) ur pajedipul sadoue;}
-SIp 9y} woJaj nok o0} geadde pynom 31 S }JBIDJIIE
€¢-1L ®juasaadaa s933anoyJrs ayj uoryisod 1Y)
WOIf -UOTIBIISNI[I SIY] WOI] 199 g M0Bq A0 - 001} 09| sapwol
SANOD3S TVOILIND SINPOTS
O09€|009|dHd N

VFR — No. 29



